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CZECHOSLOVAKIA 


No Need To Reassess 1968 Events 


[Editorial Report AU 111245] Prague RUDE PRAVO in 
Czech 9 Dec 87 p ? and Bratislava PRAVDA in Slovak 
10 Dec 87 p 4 both carry the | ,600-word “full text” of an 


in issue No 49 of the 
Soviet weekly NOVOE VREMYA. The reprint, which is 
ae ae ee ee Today, and 
Tomorrow.... NEW TIMES on the Lessons from the 
Critical Development in the CSSR in 1968.” 1s preceded 
by the following introduction: “The Soviet journal 
NOVOE VREMYA (NEW TIMES) publishes in its issuc 
No 49 an article by Boris Kozlov entitled “Yesterday. 


undisputed almost 20 years ago as they are undisputed 
today.” The Kozlov article takes issue with the “asser- 
tion that the evaluation of the critical events as worked 
out by Czechoslovak Communists now needs to 
corrected.” It argues that the past 20 years have 
firmed the “correctness” of the “lessons” drown by 
Czechoslovak Communists from the critical develop- 
ment in the country in the late 1960s and that there is 
need to “reassess views on the substance of the events” 
of that ume. 


0847 
HUNGARY 


Stalinist Judicial Model Faulted 
25000037) Budapest OTLET in Hungarian 
16 Oct 87 p I4 


[Interview with Geza Kilenyi, doctor of law and director 


[Text] “Courts of law will have much broader authority 
im the future than they have now.” 


Why and how do citizens sue the state, and what is the 
overall mechanism of Hungary like’ We asked 
Gevza Kilanyi, doctor of law, director of the Governmen- 
tal Studies Research Depariment of the Hungarian 
Academy of Sciences. 


[Question] Over the past years there have been much 
more lawsuits initiated by citizens against ihe state than 
previously. Does this mean that the state apparatus and 
iS institutions are doimg a poorer job than cartier or 
rather that the citizens’ self-assertion has strengthened 
and people dare to express their claims against the state” 


POLITICAL 1 


[Answer] | am convinced thai the state's work 1s not 
worse now than i was 5 or 10 years ago: conversely, 1 1 
operating with better quality. So. what 1s then behind the 
higher number of claims’ Two tendencies, somewhat 
independent of cach other. One of these is that the 
provisions of law im our country are gradually broaden- 
ing the circle of the resolutions by the state administra- 
tion which are judicially assailable. The broader this 
circle is the more suits can be filed. The other reason 1s 
what you referred to: the hesitation to file a lawsuit, and 
especially against a state administration organ. that most 
citizens, mainly the elderly, have shown until recently, 1s 
dissolving. So far, experience has shown that peopic, if 
they have a grievance, prefer to turn to “the sman 
cookie,” the party commitiec, the local state administra- 
tion organ, but are deterred from iaking their case to 
court. This is an ancient abhorrence of litigation. The 
other reason for this reluctance, particularly at small 
settlements, is that people living there fear that if they 
Start a suit against some state administration organ, that 
organ will “come down on them .a some form. How- 
ever, even with this taken into account, there 1s a more 
vigorous civic behavior. 


[Question] | think that the reluctance and abhorrence 1s 
also fed by the many contradictions our judicial system 
is full of. It is not by accident that many references are 
made w the independent courts which operate with 
substantially less bureaucratic features and more effi- 
ciency. Why couldn't socialist development create a freer 
role for the courts of law’ 


ee ee ee eee 
18, indeed, contradictory in this respect. Probably few in 
our country know that, according to Lenin's concept of 
the state, between 1923 and 1933. the Supreme Court in 
the Soviet Union performed similar functions as the 
Western constitutional courts of law. However, this did 
not fit the stalinist concept of the state. therefore, im 
1933, when the Supreme Public Prosecutor's Office was 
created, the Supreme Court's system, reminiscent of 
constitutional jurisdiction, was climinated. To the best 
of my knowledge. considerations are again being given in 
the Soviet Union to restore the former jurisdiction of the 
Supreme Court with regard to the control of the const:- 
tutionality of the provisions of law. 


[Question] And obviously. the other socialist countnes 
started applying the stalinist model to their own cond- 
tons... 


jAnswer] Yes. For a long time. they thought in our 
country, too, that in a socialist country the depository of 
the people's sovereignty is the National Asoembly, so 
there 1s no need whatsoever for constitutional courts of 
law. We know now that this concept 1s totally without 
any foundation. | can envision a kind of control which 
would give constitutional courts of law the authority to 
repeal provisions of law countering the constitution on a 
level beneath the National Assembly. while not cxpand- 
ing their nights to repeal laws made by the National 
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Assembly. The institution of constitutional courts of law 
exists in Yugoslavia and Poland, in our country, we can 
regard as a positive development the creation of the 
Council of Constitutional Law in 1984, even if this 
Organization has not yet occupied its place within the 
system of the state organs. Since its inception, few cases 
have been presented to the Council. At the present time, 
unfortunately, citizens cannot initiate the 
Council of Constitutional Law, but even if they had this 

y. | am not sure that its activity would grow in 
leaps. To get the full picture, « has to be added that 
although citizens do not have the night to directly initiate 
[proceedings by the Council], the chairman of the Coun- 
cil of Constitutional Law receives petitions from citr- 
zens. It also happened that the Council of Constitutional 
Law conducted proceedings on the basis of such a 
petition. 


[Question] So it 1s duc to a lot of things that people have 
not taken up fighting the state for a long time. In order to 
litigate with an institution, not only do | have to be 
aware of my nmghts, but | also need guarantees, | need to 
know that | can sue the state on my right as a citizen. 


] Cituzens have nothing to fear im this respect. 
leeiintst ann dleiinaume io 
guarantees than. let's say, a petition of appeal. Proceed- 
ings by a court of law assure the significant 






lntogate with the state as the defendant. 


[Question] In order to help this process, it would be very 
important for the citizens to know exactly when and why 
they can suc. | think, people often accept sentences only 
because they are not aware of the rights on the 
which they could file suit. 


[Answer] Indeed. there are many things our legal 
ganda should tb doing. Let's lock at, for instance, 


this question has changed a great deal within 


construction and, while he waits for a response, a sub- 
stantial price hike of construction materials takes place. 
I have hardly met indemnification lawsuits of this type. 
probably because people do not even *%ank that they 


POLITICAL 


of legal propaganda could be to help people recognize the 
clements of the nghtful civic behavior and not to 
sharpen the antagonism between the citizen and the 
State. 


[Question] Would you cite some examples of which 
those areas are where people are already actively raising 
a clair against the state” 


[Answer] Intensified activity can be notsced in home and 
tax-related cases. This has a very important feedback 
influence. In matters where the possibility of judicial 
assail 1s open, the quality of administrative work shows 


perceptible improvement. The chance of filing suit has a 
great preventive effect. The state administration auto- 


sions, that 1s, to make judicial assailability the main rule, 
could lead to a situation in which we can really assess 
people's activity. Courts of law—this is my definite 
conviction—will receive a much broader jurisdiction 
ican they have now, and it is to be hoped that this will 
bring favorable experiences for citizens. 


13212 


Discussion of ‘De-Stalinization,’ Lenin's 


Demythification 
25000049a Budapest HET! VILAGGAZDASAG 
in Hungarian 7 Now 87 pp Ii, 13 


[Article by Moscow correspondent Jozsef Barat: “Atone- 
ment. Soviet Historians About the Past”. first paragraph 
is HET! VILAGGAZDASAG introduction) 


[Text] In addition to “perestroyka” and “glasnosi,” 
or de-Stalinization has become 


eT ee 


structure of the economy and society still bears the 
imprints of Stalin's model and is therefore reproducing 
the distorted social relations of his era. Acadcmician 
added at his press conference that it is truly 
difficult to get nd of this heritage, because the system 
that society created is producing society itself, the 
ple: in other words, today’s Soviet leaders have 
trained on cxperiences that disqualify many of 
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from meaningful participation im renewal. Moreover, 
Afanasyev condemns Stalin's policies also as a continu- 
ation of imperial Russia's chauvinistic great-power aspi- 
rations. 


In the weekly Moskovskiye Novosti, Professor Anatoliy 
Butenko of Lomonosov University has recently 
expressed a similar standpoint in his analysis of the 
growth-inhibiting mechanism that has evolved in the 
economy. Butenko accuses Stalin of Bonapartism. of 
having expropriated and usurped in practice the class 
power of the workers and peasants. Stalin had created a 
bureaucratic structure of administration that prevented 
objective laws from playing any role whatsoever in the 
Soviet economy. Several authors have pointed out that 
only tyranny and a sense of constant threat made the 

ic system of administration workable in Sta- 


this—in Gorbachev's words—led to the precrisis situa- 
tion: plan fulfillment in the course of this became auto- 
telic and had practically nothing in common with the 


growth, because he believes that a rapid 
deterioration of the quality of Soviet goods and a process 
of latent inflation are at the basis of these statistics. 


states as an obvious fact that these people were naturally 


emphasizes primarily the latter's merits. According to 
Korotich, the conclusion to be drawn from the fate of 


two people is that political differences must never 
administiative imstruments. 
and no one should suffer physically for his views. The 


ff 
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latter conclusion applies not only to execution and 
imprisonment, but to the milder forms of administrative 
reprisal as well. Of course, only democratization can 
guarantee all this. 


In Polyakov’s opinion, Soviet historians must also 
rewrite Lenin's biography. The “frosting.” Polyakov 
said, must be removed from the stories about the infal- 
lible genius. The ingenuity and real perspicacity of the 


of the Soviet ruble, which appeared in Noviy Mir. On 4 
December 1920, Lenin signed a decree that in practice 


moncy markets, and no one doubted the reserves back- 
ing its value. 


industry rules out regarding our present renewal as a late 
but direct continuation of that penod. 


Soviet Union special economic zones similar to the ones 
in China, while others are inclined to see the danger of 
capitalism's restoration even in the Soviet Union's very 
limited private sector. In these circumstances the polit- 
ical leadership needs all its wisdom to proceed with 
perestroyka at a pace that will restore the people's 
confidence and enthusiasm, yet will preserve equilibri- 
um, taking into account also this huge country's enor- 
mous moment of inertia. 


Development has not been entirely rectilinear even since 
1985, for the measures adopted in 1986 against nonlabor 
incomes have often lead once again to abuses of au hor- 
ity over touschold plots, and in several places the 
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On the basis of such analysis and evaluation we may 
draw the outlines of tasks that stem from today’s situa- 
ion in which the function of ideology. and the condi- 
rons under ideological tasks must be pursued, 

ve changed. This we must do for purposes of research, 


S32 


and de-Stalinization = an analysis of the sdcological situation, and a critical and 
highway. As Korotich _— creative evaluation of the party's ideological activities. 


with great effort have again been = way for evolution in this arca also. This, in turn, requires 


1014 
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TARSADALMI SZEMLE 


in Hungarian No 10, 1987 pp 11-20 


of Socialist Ideology Proposed 


Whenever “disturbances m ideological consciousness” 


appear in a society's intellectual life, the source of these 


disturbances must not be sought im the intellectual 


HTB H Uitte ea ET at 
at ie ea 
eat ital 
italy { HL pet 
ad Hite 
itt Ha iil hat 
AIHA i HH 
Hy sual iu ai ill ual 

Hee | iu H pails 
THe if yet 1! i232 Heal 
Te Het itll 

aii fh 
ni ald i nl ial 


into the temporary confusion. We must find a 


iH 














AL 





i aU Vl ui 
tattle atingdeealsy Gilly 
A ita ine ea a at 
eae ee al 
H ia Hat HU Wi iit + Ht Lh 
i lhl RATE fill ai HUT 
tT EHE TPR THIEL a HE 

li ic il Hal i te ‘i 4 Aiud bina i 

Ethie diy ia I a i 
een RU] a eh 
BiH iia ii ae i ii 
(ial Hh nell Hid Tull HPAL i iT i] 














3 February 1988 





ae a ae 
tat ty Hh ihe ae Hi ui 
Hi Taegan Has ple 
a a Ay ET 
Hae | HHT iti: HIE da Hi ult it 
ats st HH Hoe HLL fil iH tF 
He ult tt ules ih il Ht | Hl bi salah iF 
Ure HH fi: a F b ; TH hig] 
Hie gL UR a 
HE THU ‘ ratte it i ie FUL 
Hh ni igh viii it ie te : | Hilal if Ht 
TA eR 

















: We BH cu i if iT ie ile if 
HHT i ia i HY it i al Te Hh it 
itil i i Let Hi Hi is 
ae EL aCe 
Hn baie ell Gili i ail eh shitty 
sa ‘i H il 1 HR fit i 
aires aaa AA 
ea ae He 
ie tHE ae ru il i i ii i 
bail Hae ile ai! i ie Tee 














2 





ea 
HO Ie at Ee Rte HR 
See eH 
fll i rin Hl HE 
sa ne ais Hae 
i | Bae i HTH ih ill Ht i 
i au thi i ult i | 
HL Hatt SH Hu ue HTB en 
i i rH Le t mi Hat Hf 
A i 














= 





3 February 1988 


#5 


HH LH 


ea 
Uitsciiseagiees! 
HH Hall b 
HH Ht ei 
He i i 

ill a 


3 it ih 


HL a cl 


Pil 
He 


Hi 


Tal 


il 


iy 


HHT creme TT era 
eae 
nies fe so tits 
uty iil th lk “ali 
Bal ES raat ; - i a 

ili Hy nn i 
RHE ih ut 
su 

HATHA ath ee 

ae ia a 

Ha a i iit i 

ARTHREE Hh niall 











© page teenager 


2 








He aTHTE ini HH iF brit i Hut 
HT ; Ha at i eG i i 
Hi fe a in Ht He 
if HE il Tn an is ni 
Hn if Hanne ue a Hil Tula oa rif 
Hi i 4 i Hel 

i i td : A tute i 

il Hf Ui Hi Ha nl hip Ha ee ; a 


i palit ltl Ht ia] ap Hl J ili 











JPRS-EER-88-008 
3 February 1988 


We failed to deal, or we are delayed in dealing with the 
new issues and problems that emerged in the 
1970's. It seems that the continuity of main policy trends 
is being stressed more than it is necessary, this, at a time 
when a change i 


and sidetracked the related debates. On the other hand, 
this phenomenon also prompted the fact that significant 
strata of the intelligentsia and part of youth removed 
itself from Marxist ideology. By the end of the 1970's a 
course correction became necessary, but at that point the 
prevailing conditions were far less favorable. The need 
for course correction was prompted by a slower pace of 
economic growth, the critical dimension of balance of 
payment problems, and by overt manifestations of prob- 
lems in socialist countries (primarily the outbreak cf the 
crisis in Poland). 

New reform conceptions emerged in 1984. Some practi- 
cal measures were implemented and a number of initia- 
tives were made in the direction of a broadening democ- 
racy. These actions, however, failed to constitute a 
comprehensive reform program, and in reality were 
unable to reverse the unfavorable trends of recent years. 
We feel, that this is the main reason for our periodic 
helplessness and haphazard actica. Extreme intellectual 
reactions are almost natural in times like these. 


Informative debates are taking place with respect to the 
political system, the development of socialist democra- 
cy, the change in morality and in the value system, and 
even concerning the crisis. Similarly, the obsolete nature 
of our socialist image, the Marxist crisis, the national 
Situation, etc. are being debated. Nevertheless it seems 
that while debates continue, our society is not progress- 
ing. We are marking time trying to resolve the dilemmas 
presented by the need for education that could produce 
an appropriate outlook on life on the one hand, and 
educaticaal reform on the other. All this time, however, 
our youth, whose outlook on life is influenced by a rather 
complex composite of effects, is less and less interested 
in any kine of . On the positive side we find the 
strengthening role of social sciences in exploring reality. 
It is positive phenomenon, even though this endeavor is 
met by ideological suspicion from one direction, and by 
ideology from the other. On occasion the effort to 
explore reality is shaded by a degree of suspicion that 
exceeds the suspicion generally experienced in the course 
of other professional theoretical endeavors. 


We could continue listing the problems. We have 
incurred a large enough indebtedness to warrant the 
re-thinking of our ideological process. What are those 
factors what could serve as starting points for this 
thought process? Which issues should be brought up and 
approached from a new direction? By continuing this 
article we would like to provide some further ideas and 
eee ce eee 

be presented in the upcoming issue, No 11 of our 
periodical.) 
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Researcher Discusses Revival of NEP in Soviet 
Union, Hungary 

25000049 Budapest HET! VILAGGAZDASAG 

in Hungarian 7 Now 87 p 12 


interview with Janos Matyas Kovacs, staff member of 
the Economic Sciences Institute of the Hungarian Acad- 
emy of Sciences, by Andras Peto, date and place of 
in view not given; first paragraph is HET! VILAG- 
GAZDASAG introduction] 


[Text] What is the Soviet economy of the 1920's able to 
tell the Soviet economy of the 1980's? In the following 
interview, Janos Matyas Kovacs presents his views on 
this question. At the Economic Sciences Institute of the 
Hungarian Academy of Sciences, he is a staff member 
studying questions pertaining to the history of economic 
theory. 


HVG: NEP [New Economic Policy}, the Soviet economy 
of the 1920's, is being mentioned more and more fre- 
quently these days in the Soviet Union. Why is it thu 
NEP always acquires some new meaning whenever it 1s 
mentioned? 


JMK. NEP meant very many different things already in 
the mid-1920's: an economic policy appeasing the peas- 
ants, a return to capitalism based on private entrepre- 
neurs, the so-called NEP-men; and even a socialist mixed 
economy with a strong private sector. The acronym was 
used mostly in a pejorative sense. With considerable 
malice, for example, the so-<alled labor opposition 
within the party claimed that the actually stood 
for New Exploitation of the Proletariat. Or take Bukha- 
rin, who is customarily regarded as one of the fathers of 
NEP, which is an exaggeration in my opinion. He was 
reluctant to refer to NEP even in 1924-1925, when he 
was appealing to the middle under his “Get 
Rich” slogan. In the late 1920's, on the other hand, 
Stalin presented his campaigns respectively to develop 
heavy i and to collectivize agriculture, now as the 
liquidation of NEP and again as its fulfillment, finding 
suitable 1921-1922 quotes from Lenin to support both 
claims. 


HVG: In school it is being taught that NEP was the 
economic policy that Lenin sponsored and ‘he 10th 
Party Congress approved, to end war communism and 
replace comuplsory deliveries with a substantially more 
liberal tax in kind. 


JMK: After March 1921, Lenin truly belonged among 
those who favored a more liberal economic policy so far 
as making concessions to the peasants was concerned; or 
more accurately, he belonged among those who did not 
wish to unduly obstruct the spontaneous development of 
such a policy. But Trockiy claimed credit for the idea of 
a tax in kind, and he dated it back to May 1920. His 
severest opponent on this issue was Lenin, who was 
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fighting against similar proposals of the Mensheviks and = prices were fixed, and exchange between industry and 
Socialist Revolutionaries even in the winter of 1920. agriculture was clirected to state channels and based on 
compulsory 
of produce 
swept away by the crvil war. 





then during World War Il, when it became necessary to —_ entirely unheard of even in our country. The launching 
provide incentives for the kolkhoz peasants, andeven for of NEP almost coincided with the establishment of 
Stalin before his death, in his pamphiet on the economic GOSPLAN, the Soviet State Planning Commission, and 


and so on to this day. In Hungary. for example, compar- cost-accounting was preceded by wide-scale mergers 
isons with the NEP period were popular after 1945 and OURS Cea, ESSSS Se See aaa 


have in the 1920's some kind market system foreshadows its coming long before the arrival 
economy to which the subsequent attempts at reform of formal com-nand planning. 
may truly be compared? 

HVG: The socialist reform movements are usually on 
HVG: In the final outcome, what do you have in mind =the offensive when they cite NEP as proof that 
when you speak of NEP? An economic system, an changeover to a market economy is feasible under social- 
economic policy, or a theory” ism. 
JMK: These three approaches intermingle in the reform §JMK: In my opinion, it 1 not very appropriate to cite 
theories in the East, as well as within the liberal wing of | NEP as an example when speaking of a changeover from 
“Sovictology™ in the West. Let us with NEP asa _ the “old mechanism” to the “new mechanism.” NEP is 
system. That market socialism had a ioning prede- a better example of building brakes into reforms, and of 
cessor in the 1920's is the most tenuous assumption, _the failure of liberalization. 
readily open to doubt. The point is not merely that the 
NEP period, no matter how we regard it, was very short, | Consider the political sphere. Western historians fre- 
but also that the phases of establishing and dismantlinga | quently point out that the 10th Party Congress was also 
market economy were merged into one. It can be said — the congress that ended debate in the trade unions and 
that a market (permitted peasant farms, private mer- —_ banned factions within the party. Much is being said also 
chants, monetary reform, sale and purchase of farmland, about squeezing out the competing parties. But we know 
wage labor in the villages, khozraschet, etc.) more or less _—iless about how loca) autonomy was curbed under NEP. 
took shape by perhaps 1924 or 1925. In other words, it how the local party machineries developed, how enter- 
took the market at least three or four years to evolve, but —s prise managers prevented the formation of trade unions, 
by then many signs of its decline were also evident. If we | or how functional management was relegated to the 
take Stalin's industrialization and collectivization background. Thus an institutionalized force was hardly 
drives—they were launched in 1927-1928—as NEP’s able to develop that could have prevented NEP’s subse- 
final hour, then the market's dismantling may be esti- | quent reversal. 
mated to have begun in 1923-1924, at the time of the 
crisis caused by the so-called agricultural-industrial price | Considering the original intentions of its sponsors, NEP 
gap. Farm and comestic-trade policies, which most peo- —s was a One-time measure of political realism and meant 
ple considered the very essence of NEP, changed about _the introduction of tax in kind. It was supposed to have 
then: the NEP-men were squeezed out of the state sector, been followed by a socialist counterattack, but the genie 
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Undoubtedly, <he change proposed in this study must 
not be viewed as the final solution to problems of 
interest representation in the National Assemblv. Nev- 
ertheless, granting a right to societal and political orga- 
nizations to directly nominate candidates is the first 
important political step in the direction of interest 
representation. Any further increase of the number of 
groups represented would affect the structural issues of 
our representation system, and changing the structure 
would require a new, comprehensive scientific and polit- 
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Assembly Urged 
25000032 Budapest TARSADALMI SZEMLE 
in Hungarian No 10, 1987 pp 48-57 


[Article by Peter Schmidt, university professor, depart- 
ment head at the ELTE Faculty of State and Jurispru- 
dence: “Mandated Multi-Candidate—As Reflected by 
the 1985 National Assembly Representative Elections”) 


[Text] In the course of the 1985 elections in Hungary we 
made the first steps in the direction of a more democratic 
representation, more reflective of the differences in the 
views and interests of the society. This was the firsi— 
sometimes uncertain—step since 1974 to have a public 
contest for mandates. It has to be added: this contest 
could hardly evolve at some places, and it frequently did 
not find adequate forms. The organizing entities some- 
times—with or without reason—made exaggerated 
efforts to secure the expected result, while a significant 
part of the citizens did not understand or did not believe 
in the possibility of a contest. 


There are debates in the Mungarian public life about 
whether the present multi-candidate election system is 
adequate for a system regarded as politically uniform. 


According to one viewpoint which can be considered 
conservative, the mandatory multi-candidate nomina- 
tion is not well-thought out and laden with internal 
tensions, since the one-party political system automati- 
cally rules out a scenario of contesting candidates. This 
view holds that in order to eliminate the contradiction it 
iS necessary to step back and to put an end to the 
multi-candidate nomination, the representatives have to 
think in the framework of the national unity, which must 
noi be disrupted by the public expression of the contra- 
dictions. 


Another, not less extreme opinion also holds that the 
reform of voting rights is not adequate for the political 
system of socialism. It maintains that the steps taken in 
1985 do not reflect an authentic effort to carry out 
democratization, but only serve the system's propagan- 
distic protection. 
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These extreme opinions could carry some grain of truth 


In the rural election districts, the alternatives mostly 
took the form of competing among settlements or of 
promises to “better” represent local interests. 


In Budapest and in some rural election districts, howev- 
er, certain differences in social and political views 
appeared, too. The apparatuses showed a perceptible 
aversion to and disagreement with these Occasionally, 
they used administrative measures to prevent represen- 
tatives of these political differences from becoming can- 
didates, and not only when these views were anti- 
socialist. 


The party's leading role interpreted as excluding other 
views is best suited by a referendum-style election. It was 
by no accident that such election systems developed in 
all countries of people's democracy in the 1950's. It is 
beyond doubt, that this type of election also carned some 
features of control by the society since it made explicit 
and formally institutionalized the of repre- 
sentation on the society. However, the feature of power 
control could prevail only to a small extent because the 
internal, centralized selective mechanism of the people's 
front-type election, operated primarily by the apparatus 
level, practically always came up with a predetermined 
result: the personality and political profile of the prese- 
lected candidate of a certain election district fused into 
the current political course, and the act of election did 
not focus on the individual, the public person represent- 
ing a personal political profile and specific interests, but 
on the current political constellation. The citizens took 
this election system for what it was, there was no 
possibility for voting down [the candidate}, and, natural- 
ly, the usual hundred percent results were not the proof 
of real political support. Therefore, in the present stage 
of development, it has become obvious that this former 
form of election has grown hollow and formal by losing 
its social value. 
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With the maintenance (but without the exclusivity) of 
the Patriotic People’s Front right of recommendation, 


electoral reform law, law III of : . 70, which enacted three 


sions bringing about signifi , 


representatives are a very important part of the reforma- 


tive revival of the political system. Their well-thought 
out further development may mean a new step in the 
direction of the altogether desirable increase of the 
political weight of the people's representation, even if we 
partly in the further development of the whole political 
system, and partly in the formation of the elections and 


of 
cause of why thi 


The law ordered that the members of county councils be 


elected indirectly, by local councils. The aim of this 
measure was the expression and mati 
interests on the county level. The 


The present article's main proposition is the analysis of 
the latter, raising those possible legal and regulatory 











implemented, as in 1970 there were only 49, in 1975 
there were 34 and in 1980 there were | 5 multi-candidate 
election districts out of the total of 352 election districts. 


Therefore, the 1983 luw II] took further reform mea- 
sures, two of which had especially determinant impor- 


the national survey conducted about the clection of 
representatives by the Institution of Social Sciences of 
the MSZMP KB [Central Commitice of the Hungarian 
Socialist Workers’ Party].) 


Preliminary T° About the Effect of 
Represeniation of Interests on Elections 


The place of residence ix only the scene but not the basis 
of the representation system based on parties in bour 
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The 1985 elections of National Assembly representatives 
also prove that citizens continue to expect their repre- 
sentative to fight for local interests. The contradictions 
and endeavors born around the nomination clearly indi- 
cate this fact. Both the local apparatus managing the 
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Election experiences show that this 1s the point where the 
central and county organs try to protect the composition 


of the National Assembly the spontaneous nom- 
mation of party and state ials, even at the expense of 
the withdrawal from clections of candidates from the 
apparatus. 


party member representatives in the National Assembly, 
in spite of the fact that the central party organs made it 
public also in 1985 that their intents were different and. 
with the help of the county organs, tried to protect— 
unsuccessfully—their intents, at some places even with 


administrative means. 
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Apart from few cases. the selection of candidates was the 
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The People’s Front committees usually convened two 
nomination conventions in cach election district. There 
were altogether 762 nomination conventions. that 1s, 


After the preparation of the nominations the organs of 
the People’s Front recommended 714 candidates to the 
nomination conventions. This means that the People's 
Front tned to nominate two and not more candidates in 


held in cach of them. 


it is well-known that at the conventions the citizens 
submitted further recommendations, so-called spontane- 
ous nominations. The exact number of these 1s very hard 
to estimate, since there were nomination conventions 
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where the recommended persons did not accept the 
nomination, and there were recommendations which 
received only a minimum of votes. These were left out of 
even the summaries. Central stati’ scs registered 
176 candidates who were recommended by citizens ai 
the nomination conventions, but their number 1s prob- 
ably higher. However, only 74, that is, 39 percent of 
sary one third of the votes. 


of the People’s Front, or wished to support other aspira- 
tions. In such cases there was an intensified interests in a 
second nomination convention, since that decided 


aut 


occupied the rooms, or the organizing body felt it 1 
sary to push oui some groups supporting certain 
taneous” candidates. Usually, the repetition of the 
imation convention was demanded in such cases. 


if 
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It has to be stressed that the word spontaneous 1s 
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organizers 

it also happened that someone made a recommendation 
on behalf of a working collective (especially on behalf of 
agricultural cooperatives), often frends made recem- 
mendations, and there were self-nominations, too, not 
only in the form of someone ing himself, but 


suggesting a friend or acquaintance of his. In Budapest, 
in Certain election districts, it was proven that dissidents 
cand- 


made organized efforts to run or to support their 
dates. 
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the People’s Front, first of all, the party. 
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by the People’s Front committee of the election district's 
center, inviting the opinion of the People’s Front com- 
mittees of the election district. The responsibilities of the 
election board could be determine as follows. 


—It would be the board's task to convene and, through 
its representative, to conduct the nomination conven- 
tons. 


—The election board would determine who received the 
necessary one-third of the votes to become candidates. 


formulas, and this was the main cause of 
and disputes in every election dist7ict where the nomi- 
nation conventions wanted to nominate new candidates. 
too. 


The attendance of nomination conventions ought to be 
regulated. The principle to start from could be that only 
residents of the area belonging to the election district 


in writing by a determined number of the voters (e.g, 3 
or 5 percent) could become a candidate. Of course, 
in the case of National Assembly representatives. 


There is a significant number of opponents to nomina- 
tion conventions in factories. ially in big cities and 
in factories drawing their labor from several settle- 
ments, nomination conventions could be attended by a 
large number of people who have no voting nights in the 
iven election district. Nomina‘ion conventions held in 
factories also offer more possibility for abuses. That's 
why it is to be considered to allew the organization of 
election conventions, but not of nomination conventions 
in factories. 


The nomination function of nomination conventions 
could be strengthened. The main responsibility of nom- 
ination conventions is to acquaint people with the nom- 
inees’ programs, to conduct the discussions of the pro- 
grams and to determine who the candidates are going to 
be. It is undesirable that speakers be sent there to give 
general political speeches. 
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[Transcript of Jerzy Urban's press conference with for- 

eign and domestic journalists in Warsaw on |2 January] 
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To explore the feasibility of these tasks, the party i inves- 
tigated construction sites. Its investigation warranted 
Stating that the plan for socialized housing construction 
will be fulfilled. 


Those present responded with especially great applause 
to the speech by Engineer Czeslaw Rosinski of the 
Olsztyn Rural Construction Design Office. He discussed 
the formidable barriers to the application of his cement- 
conserving ideas. Only the resolute support of the party 
and the economic authorities demolished the official 
barriers and made it possible to build houses according 
to his method. Even now 40 such projects are under 
construction — projects saving 31 percent of concrete 
and 28.5 percent of steel. On the average, cement con- 
sumption per dwelling will be reduced by 500 kg. 


Such instances of efficient operation are many here. 


In his summation of the discussion First Secretary of the 
Olsztyn Voivodship PZPR Committee Tadeusz Jelski 
declared, “These definite accomplishments do not sat- 
isfy the party and the population, because the waiting 
period for apartments is still too long. That is why we 
must act more aggressively in our party organizations so 
as to influence the volume and quality of construction. 


POP Role C Assessed; Civic Volunteer 
rica forts Noted 


26000044 Warsaw TRYBUNA LUDU in Polish 
18 Sep 87 p 2 


Articles by Ewa Jasinska and Tadeusz Wiacek: “Plenary 

of the Voivodship PZPR Committees: Plock-— 

The Party's Authority Derives from the POP’s; Kielce — 
Together, Meaning Efficiently”] 


[Excerpts] Plock. “We all know what we want to achieve, 
but we don't always know how,” declared First Secretary 
of the Plock Voivodship PZPR Committee Adam Bar- 
tosiak, on opening the plenary deliberations of the Voi- 
vodship Committee at its field session at the PETRO- 
CHEMIA Plant. The main topic of the session, which 
was attended by, among others, Politburo Member and 
Centra! Committee Secretary Jozef Baryla, was the tasks 
and ro'e of the POP’s [basic party organizations) in the 
life of the party and their communities. 


The plenary discussion was highly specific. This time 
there were few declarations of the “should” kind made. 
From the plenary podium fell the names of specific 
Organizations and comrades, both those who understand 
well an“ implement party policy and those who have so 
far accomplished little. 


“The POP must be not only the forward but the strongest 
frontline of the party,” declared PZPR Voivodship 
Committee Secretary Wieslaw Paszkiewicz. “The place 
at which rationales have to be hammered out is the party 
meeting, and this is the case at 80 percent of the basic 
party organizations. For examp’c, the initiatives offered 
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by the POP’s at Leg. Cieszew, and Drobin Gmina 
succeeded in stimulating the entire local rural commu- 
nities and have produced tangible effects in the form of 
the expansion of schools and of the house of the teacher, 
and construction of roads.” 


Considerable attention was devoted in the plenary delib- 
erations to winning over people to the party. 
Although 130 ZSMP [Union of Socialist Polish Youth] 
clubs have the power of recommending their members 
for membership in the PZPR, only a few avail them- 
selves of this privilege. And characteristically it is the 
same people who do it, over and over, in general. Among 
others the party echelons at Kutno, Sierpiec, and Piatek 
Gmina can be proud of their good work with youth. 


Zdzislaw Palczynski, a farmer from Piatek, described the 
cooperation between his POP and the local ZSMP club, 
which has borne fruit in, for example, the joint construc- 
tion of the OSP [Volunteer Fire Brigade] firehouse and 
the admission to the party of five persons recommended 
by the ZSMP club. 


Wojciech Kuzminski, first secretary of the plant party 
committee at PETROCHEMIA, discussed the opportu- 
nities ensuing to basic and branch party organizations 
from their power to grant recommendations for particu- 
lar posts. Not all these organizations as yet avail them- 
selves of this privilege, but slowly it is Sccoming a 
practice, one of the ways of gaining in authority. 


During the discussion it was declared that we would not 
gain in authority by closing our eyes to abuses and 
waiting until the NIK [Supreme Chamber of Control] or 
the IRCh [Worker-Peasant Inspection Teams] relieve us 
of them. 


The voivodship party organization resolved to relieve 
basic party organizations of superfluous paperwork in 
reporting. The flow of information is to occur via people 
and not via paperwork. 


Replying to many of the comments, toward the end of 
the session, Jozef Baryla stressed that it is precisely the 
plenary session that is an clement of renewal. Al no 
previous plenary session have so many details been 
specified and names named. 


In Kielce deliberated the joint plenary session of the 
PZPR and ZSL [United Peasant Party] voivodship com- 
mittees. Both these voivodship echelons considered this 


time problems relating to the development of initiative 
and community projects. 


In this respect the Kielce region has a rich tradition. The 
voivodship ranks third in Poland in the number of 
community projects accomplished. During the 1984- 
1986 period alone construction worth 6.4 billion zlotys 
was carried out by releasing for use, among other things, 
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9 schools, 7 houses of culture, 22 firehouses, 38 rural 
watersupply systems, more than 170 km of hard-sur- 
faced roads, and 17 health centers. 


It is expected that this year the worth of community 
projects in Klelce Voivodship will reach nearly 3.2 
billion zlotys. Among other projects, the construction of 
11 gas pipelines, 41 schools, 6 health centers, and 33 
water supply systems, is being continued. 


In the discussion, attention was drawn to the vast 
differences in the extent of community projects in dis- 
crete cities and gminas. It was therefore recommended 
that PZPR organizations and ZSL clubs, while stimulat- 
ing public initiative, pay greatcr attention to the coordi- 
nation of efforts, so that the combination of the state's 
investment resources with community enthusiasm 
would be optimally utilized. 


During the session the directions of development of 
community projects for the 1988-1990 period were con- 
sidered. 


The discussants pointed to the substantial rise in the cost 
of investments in community projects during the last few 
years. Moreover, only 30 percent of these projects are 
linked to clean-up or repair operations, proper mainte- 
nance of roads, passageways, public areas, parks, and 
greenery. It was pointed out that sometimes experts from 
enterprises are recruited for simple construction opera- 
tions which could be done more cheaply otherwise. 


The joint plenary session stipulated tasks for the mem- 
bers of both parties and their echelons in implementing 
the socioeconomic targets for the period until 1990. 


Participating in the deliberations of the session 
were Candidate Member of the Politburo and Secretary 
of the PZPR Central Committee Zbigniew Michalek and 
Chairman of the Main Audit Commission under the ZSL 
Supreme Committee Mieczyslaw Grabek. The session 
was chaired by Secretary of the PZPR Voivodship Com- 
mittee Jan Maciejewski and Chairman of the ZSL Voi- 
vodship Committec Stefan Gut. 


Comments on POP 
26000044 Warsaw TRYBUNA LUDU in Polish 


21 Sep 87 p 3 


[Article by Jerzy Nogiec: “Plenary Session of the Voi- 
vodship PZPR Committee in Gorzow Wiclkopolski™} 


[Text] Gorzow Wielkopolski. The secretary of the rural 
party organization of Lubiszyn, Mikolaj Byk, declared 
during the discussion that the image of the party is the 
image of its basic elements. On the other hand, less 
attention is being paid to the fact that many party 
organizations, especially the smaller ones, lack what is 


POLITICAL 


termed “breakthrough power” and complain that their 
This discourages party members and causes POP’s to be 
passive. 
Other comrades too made comments of a similar nature 
the session, on pointing to, among other things, 
the t absentecism™ of plant managers at meet- 
ings of plant party organizations and the leaving of 
smaller and weaker party organizations to their fate. 


It was also observed that party resolutions are not being 
implemented in certain sectors of the economy. This 

concerns construction, where the annual plar 
was fulfilled only 38 percent during the first 8 months of 


the year. 


In his report and comments First Secretary of the Voi- 
vodship PZPR Committee Wiktor Kinecki also touched 
upon an issue that has for some time been agitating 
sibilities for the storage of the weakly radioactive wastes 
of nuclear power plants in the old bunkers of the so- 
called Miedzyrzec Fortified Region and the replacement 
of apartments for persons holding important posts in 
Gorzow, an issue raised by POLITYKA. 


As for the storage of these wastes, it was deemed neces- 
sary to conduct throughout the voivodship party organi- 
zation a broad explanatory campaign, because the atten- 
dant controversy ensues from deficient information and 
misconceptions. As regards the replacement of apart- 
ments, it ensues from the comments by Comrade 
Kinecki that no aspect of this matter infringes upon legal 
norms in force. Currently this question is being investi- 
gated by another commission on behalf of the Central 
Union of Housing Construction Cooperatives and defi- 
nite conclusions can be inferred only after its findings 
are known. 


Poor Membership Numbers Noted 
26000044 Warsaw TRYBUNA LUDU in Polish 


21 Sep 87 p 3 


[Article by Jerzy Koziol: “An Activist Organization 
Attracts Members, Plenary Session of the Tarbnobrzeg 
Voivodship PZPR Committee™] 


[Text] Tarnobrzeg. Improvements in the activity of basic 
party organizations and strengthening their role and 
authority in the social life of factory workforces and the 
urban and rural population were the topics of discussion 
of the plenary field session of the PZPR Voivodship 
Committee in Nowa Deba. 


The deliberations were chaired by First Secretary of the 
Voivodship Committee Janusz Basiak. The working part 
of the session was by the ceremony of awarding 
party cards to 20 PZPR candidate members from Nowa 
Deba and surrounding villages. 
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In Tarnobrzeg Voivodship the current membership of 
the PZPR is about 30,500, or 17 percent of the workforce 
im the socialized sector of the voivodship. For several 
years the number of candidate members has been rising: 
in 1986, 1,052 were admitted, while this year so far 
nearly 800 were admitted by the end of August. This is 
incontrovertible proof of the fairly effective work of the 
basic party elements, although unfortunately not ail the 
1,714 basic and branch party organizations active in this 
voivodship can boast of an increase in their member- 
ship. 


Hence also party commitiees should thoroughly analyze 


the performance of the basic party organizations which 
in the last 2 years have not admitted even one new 


member, it was resolved at the plenary session. 


ey Se ey oe ee ae oe 
of popularizing the party's policy and winning working 
people over to it. 


But while party organizations at enterprises have won 
some authority for themselves, rural party organizations, 
smaller, continue to 


“The incompetence or unreliability of agricultural ser- 
vice Organizations undermines the trust of the rural 
population in the party,” declared First Secretary of the 
—— Sandomierski City-Gmina PZPR Committee 
an Reczer. 


The changes occurring in the operating system of enter- 
prises have also entailed considerable changes in the 
forms and methods of work of their party organizations. 
A distinctive quadrangle of plant democracy has 
evolved: the management-the trade union-worker selfgo- 
vernment-party organization. Within this system the 
POP should operate as the inspirer and coordinator. 


Concluding its deliberations, the plenary session 
adopted a plan for implementing the tasks ensuing from 
the resolution of the Fourth Plenum of the PZPR Central 
Committee. 


Consultations, Brigades Discussed 
26000044 Warsaw TRYBUNA LUDU in Polish 
22 Sep 87 p 3 


[Article by Czeslaw Kubasik: “The Reform Offers 
Opportunities—How To Exploit Them; Plenum of the 
Wroclaw Voivodship PZPR Committee”) 


[Text] Wroclaw. Current tasks of party work were the 
topic of a plenary session of the Wroclaw Voivodship 
PZPR Committee on 21 September. We asked represen- 
tatives of the city-gmina and worker community their 
views on the activities of their party echelons and 
organizations with respect to the tasks formulated for the 
voivodship party echelon. 


it 


First Secretary of the Oborniki City-Gmina PZPR Com- 
mittee Wieslaw Rucinski commented: 


“In view of the developing self-government at enter- 
prises and in the countryside we try to act so as to be 


voivodship's industry are occurring: in the first 8 months 
of this year its output increased by 6 percent compared 
with a like period last year. The voivodship 
lon shall continue to promote the growth 


“Partner brigades are being formed too slowly at enter- 

prises. There are few organizational and management 

changes. There still are too many deputy directors and 

supervisors and deputy supervisors,” stated Z. Balicki. 
Reform Noted 

26000044 Warsaw TRYBUNA LUDU in Polish 

23 Sep 87 p 2 


[Article by Jan Kraszewski: “No Waiting for the Ready 
and the Matured; Plenum of the Sieradz Voivodship 
PZPR Committee™] 


{Excerpts}. Sieradz. In the Sieradz Voivodship operate 
1.171 basic party organizations with a combined total of 
more than 25.000 members and candidate members. 
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Nearly 70 percent of these organizations operate in the 
countryside, with farmers accounting for 36.7 percent of 
the membership. The smallest numbers of party mem- 
bers are in th: health services, education, communal 


Such in brief are characteristics of the vorvodship's party 
Organization whose committee held on 22 September a 
plenary session to discuss the tasks of basic party orga- 
nizations (POPs) in implementing the principal socio- 
hitical obiecti thin thei sice, The per- 
formance of the POP's was evaluated in an extensive 
report of the executive board presented by Voivodship 
Committee Secretary Klemens Jozefowicz. 


“We must eliminate the make-believe actions and con- 
servative attitudes of some party members,” Jan Matu- 
siak of SIRA Plant declared. “The success of the second 
stage of the economic reform hinges on our common 
commitment. But | believe that this alone 1s not enough, 
because not all of us are properly prepared for this task. 
We must first become thoroughly familiar with the 
principles of the reform in order to lead in its implemen- 
ae ee aeey eee should be adapted to 
is goal.” 


“It «5 often said that we should admit to the party the 
best workers, individuals with an irreproachable aiti- 
tude. This is a great oversimplification,” said Ryszard 
of the plant party committee at 
the ZWOLTEX Plant. “We are forgetting the party's 
educational function; there is nothing simpler than 
handing a party card to a mature and formed person, 
whereas it is much more difficult to educate a person and 
help him in his personal growth. 


The plenum, chaired by First Secretary of the Sicradz 
Voivodship PZPR Commitice Janusz Urbaniak, 
adopted a resolution defining the tasks of the voivodship 
addressed to central institutions. 


Personal Initiatives Hailed 
26000044 Warsaw TRYBUNA LUDU in Polish 
25 Sep 87 p 4 


Article by Czesiaw Kubasik: “No More Passivity and 
aiting for Ready-Made Prescriptions, Plenum of the 
Legnica Voivodship PZPR Committee™] 


ext] Legnica. With the participation of Politburo 
and Central Committee Secretary Jozef Baryla 

and Vice Chairman of the CKKR [Central Party Control 
and Audit Commission] Jerzy Wilk, the voivodship 


party echelon in Legnica discussed on 24 September the 
tasks ensuing from the resolutions of the Fourth PZPR 
Central Commitice Plenum. Its deliberations were 
chaired by First Secretary of the Legnica Voivodship 
PZPR Committee Henryk Nowak. 
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— the enterprise 
on 25 September with the object of assessing the quan- 
titative and in efficiency in the 


changes improvements | 
vorvodship's economy in the light of the implementation 
of the resolution of the Third Central Committee Pie- 


cho volonteliy iaity Gunaiation. te shan Gite ene 
mittee, and the basic party clements. 


It was stressed in the discussion that this year's harvest 


metric tons of rape. ody ky ay Apeyen: Lae 
beets was halted. A greater area was sown with intensive 


Productivity 
26000044 Warsaw TRYBUNA LUDU in Polish 
29 Sep 87 p4 
Article by Wladyslaw Biciski: “By Name and Surname: 
int Plenum of the Biala Podlaska Voivodship PZPR 
Committee and the Voivodship PZPR Control and 
Audit Commission™] 
[Text] “This has never before happened... Names and 


For while during the first 8 months of this year only 39 
percent of the planned amount of housing construction 
(one-third less than in the last year) in Biala Podlaska 
Voivodship was released for occupancy, at the same time 
paid idle time on construction sites increased by a factor 
of as much as 14 compared with the previous year owing 
to stoppages while wages in construction increased by 
18.5 percent. “What did the directors of construction 
enterprises say to it?”’—and here the names and sur- 
names of five persons were mentioned. 


Another example: at the Debrowa Wola SKR [Agricul- 
tural Circles’ Cooperative] cach tractor operated 1,226 
hours, at the Zalesic SKR cach tractor operated only 524 
hours, for example. The question must be raised: who is 
responsible for the poor organization of labor at Zalesie? 


This also applies to bakeries. Why is it that for example, 
in Miedzyrzec Podlaski the bakeries of the PSS [General 
Consumers’ Coooperative] operate at | 77-percent capac- 
ity while the bakeries of the GS [Gmina Cooperative] in 
the same town utilize only 61 percent of their capacity” 


A large number of such questions, concerning the causes 
of disproportions, has been asked at the plenary session. 
They were linked to the complaints from urban and rural 
inhabitants to the voivodship's party echelons, as well as 
to the results of intensified inspections. The party—this 
time the vorvodship party echelon—has assumed the 
duty of inspiring activities promoting the elimination of 
abuses. This is a hugely diffficult task, because first a 
distinction has to be made between objective and sub- 
jective causes. For example, why is it that at the Jablon 
RSP (Agricultural Producer Cooperative) the grain har- 
vest ammounted to 4/1 quintals per hectare while at the 
Wygnanka RSP it amounted to 2! quintals per hectare? 
Is that due to poorer soil at Wygnanka, or is the principal 
reason the fact that the soil in Wygnanka had not been 
limed for 2 years’ 


Agriculture is dominant in the economy of Biala Pod- 
laska Province. The progress in production 1s reflected in 
that, among other things. procurements of agricultural 
products in this voivodship have been growing at a faster 
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rate than in the country as a whole; in the years 1980- 
1986 this voivodship has advanced from the 37th to the 
31st place in its overall indicator of living conditions and 
living standards of the population. 


This makes all the more crucial the question of exploit- 
ing every potential to accelerate changes to the better. 
“The party cannot be indifferent to the performance of 
_—s , ‘ally those holdi aap oe 


ness of individuals will be the decisive factor. This ‘opic 
was mentioned by Jozef Baryla when pointing to the 
growing role of the party, and especially of basic party 
elements, in the application of the reform. That applica- 
tion should consist in a more resolute inference of party 
consequences [penalties] with regard to manifestations 
of poor organization or make-believe work. 


The fact that the party is calling a spade a spade—Jozef 
Baryla stressed—that it names names and identifies 
those responsible for particular matters, is nothing other 
than an obligation to infer constructive recommenda- 
tions from criticism, with the object of improving what 
hinges on the human element. 


Members, Aktiv Tasks Increased 
26000044 Warsaw TRYBUNA LUDU in Polish 
1 Oct 87 p 2 


[Article by Henryk Keller: “The Distinction Between 
Activ and Members Reflects an Incomplete Utilization 
of the Party's Forces: Plenary Session of the Poznan 
Voivodship PZPR Committee”) 


[Excerpts] “A total of 1,192 plant party izati 
sponate ot the enterpelecs of Fennan Vesvedthi. Thay 
associate more than one-half of the voivodship’s total 
of these basic party organizations consists of blue-collar 
workers. This is a tremendous human potential that is 
only partially tapped as regards effectively influencing 
the processes in the economy.” 


This statement, contained in the report of the Executive 
Board of the Voivodship PZPR Committee to the ple- 
nary session of 28 September in Poznan, sums up most 
tersety the nature of the party discussions both during 
the stage of preparations for that plenum at 16 consul- 
tation meetings in boroughs. large plants, and gminas. 
and in the course of deliberations which were 


also attended by a 100-member group of secretaries of 
the voivodship's plant and basic party organizations. 
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Discussing the problem of personnel policy, J. Baryla 
stressed the need for a more consistent utilization by the 


basic party izations of their statutory powers in 
that respect. This is also linked to the proper treatment 
of the personne! pool at enterprises. 
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[Text] Opole. “The point is not to gab and gripe 
above all, that we jointly define more precisely the 
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The reminder was offered that planned construction 
targets for 1986 were underfulfilled, and the fulfillment 
of this year’s and 5-year voivodship plans in this impor- 
tant domain 1s impenied. 


Party Interventions, Results Noted 
26000044 Warsaw TRYBUNA LUDU in Polish 
6 Oct 87 p 2 
—_ Ryszard Wolak: “Effective Interventions 

Session of the Lublin Voivodship 
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Modernization Needed 
so000ed Warsaw T? arsaw TRYBUNA LUDU in Polish 
6 Oct 87 p2 


[Article by Zbigniew Wrobel: “We Need a Productive 
and Modern . Plenary Session of the Elbiag 
Vorvodship Committee”) 

ure 


ext] The production potential of the agriculture of 

Voivodship is high and ranks it in the fifth place 
in Poland with respect to, ¢.g., soil quality. Its consider- 
able food-industry potential human and land 
resources make this region a major food producer for the 
as was stated during discussion at the plenary 
of the Elblag Voivodship PZPR Committee on 6 
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[Answer] Controversies will certainly arise. The lag in 
the region's water treatment facilities alone 1s so consid- 
Se Se Se enna es Comet S ettee. 
dying it on their own. Water treatment plants will 
require a huge capital invesiment. But | fear that it is 


[Question] Are voivodship authorities more aware of the 
peril [io nature] than the central authorities” 


[Answer] Examples answering your question in the affir- 
mative could be cited. As we know, nature parks are 
being established by voivodship people's councils. Thir- 
ty-four such parks have already been established, and 
each year several new ones are added. But as for the 
establishment of new national parks, that is within the 
purlieu of the Council of Ministers. The situation is such 
that since 1981 not one new national park has been 
established. And yet, every prepaiation has been made 
for opening the Wigry National Park. The central build- 
ings, the research station, and the personne! are already 
there, and beautiful color maps of the future park have 
already been printed. 


[Question] What else is needed then” 


[Answer] A suitable resolution [by the Council of Min- 
isters}. 


[Question] Is this apathy or precisely lack of awareness” 


[Answer] Both, I think. Tackling seriously the biggest 
villains, namely, big industry and large-scale farming, 
indeed requires awareness on the part of both the author- 
ities and the society. 


[Question] Are we deficient in this awareness, or perhaps 
are we 100 stupid” 


[Answer] An exonerating factor is that until the end of 
the 1970's little had been said about these matters. We 
had been fascinated by industrial growth, which was to 
solve all social problems. The information barrier 
resulted in that, aside from a small group of environmen- 
talists, few people had realized the scale of the pollution 


perl. 


—— But now we do realize it. This realization, 
. makes us feel only more frustrated. 


POLITICAL 


[Answer] I don't agree. Public awareness 1s needed in 
order to exert social pressure, without which the central 
authonties will not decide to abandon many cconomi- 
cally ineffective and at the same time environmentally 
hazardous technologies. Little can be done without a 
fundamental change in the approach to the environmen- 
tally most hazardous big smokestack industries. Al the 
same time, a prerequisite for commencing any new 
investment project should be an assessment study of its 
future influence on the environment, the so-called OWS 
[Assessment of Influence on Environment}. This con- 
cerns not only new factories but also new trausportation 
routes, land reclamation proyects. high-voltage lines. etc. 
So far such assessment studies have not been 

in Poland, and this renders impossible the adoption of 
proper siting decisions. It seems to be high time for 
abandoning approaches for which we have even now to 
pay dearly. 


1386 
YUGOSLAVIA 


Sardonic Commentary on Declining Living 
28000054 Belgrade POLITIKA in Serbo-Croatian 
6 Dec 87 p 9 


{Commentary by Vasko Ivanovic: “The An of Starv- 

ing”] 

(Test} The television schedule the other day announced 
a forthcoming documentary from the Sarajevo studio: 


“Sarajevo TV's documentary evening program consists 
of items under the heading ‘Fragments from Life’.~ 


In the “Human Factor™ series, a piece of reportage 
entitled “The Art of Starving” was prepared by Miaden 
Vuksanovic and Vuk Janjic. 


The item answers the question as to what Viado Puskas 
of Konavli nea: Dubrovnik is arming at. He voluntarily 
renounces food and practices and little-known athletic 
discipline callec “starving.” 


The following bits of news illustrate the relevance of the 
“athletic discipline called “starving.~ 


A report from the Economic Chambcr: “The last 9 
months have been extremely unfavorable. Overall losses 
have more than quadrupled in comparison to the same 
months last year.” 


News item from the Trade-Union Federation of Yugo- 
slavia: “More than 50 percent of families in Yugoslavia 
are on the borderline of the minimum for existence, and 
many families are below the minimum.” 


News item from the Titograd opstina trade-union coun- 
cil: “More than 10,000 blue-collar workers fail to receive 
personal incomes regularly. Personal incomes for more 





merly, employed workers and retirees were not among 
the socially threatened groups.... Unusual customers 
have been appearing in some self-service stores in town. 
These persons lack money to pay, usually for food. 
Instead of paying, they leave their identity cards.” 








games in which starving would take its place as a new 
discipline. 

This suggestion might seem cynical to some people. Not 
so. Or, at least, it is less cynical than leaving certain 


responsible authorities—in areas in which hunger threat- 
ens—in authority. 


/9738 
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Flood Threat to Gabcikovo-Nagymaros Project 
AU291349 Bratislava PRAVDA in Slovak 22 Dec 87 p 2 


{CTK report in the “Brief Information” column] 


of Information T 
Legal Implications echnology 


25000068 Budapest FIGYELO in Hungarian 
10 Dec 87 p I 


[Article by Gitta Takacs] 





ECONOMIC 55 


one of Quelie’s shops. Most certainly, the addresses came 
from the bank that manages foreign exchange accounts. 
In other respects: the State Insurance Company receives 
the addresses of new parents from the hospitals. The 
agent for the private sector photographer asks for and 
extra pay.... By invoking the provisions of the Civil Code 
of Laws any parent or any of the adressees could seek 


A detailed Swedish ‘aw of 1973 obliged everyone to 
protect data. Any data bank containing personal infor- 
mation may be organized and operated only with the 
permission of a separate authority called the Super- 
imtendency. Only the cabinet and the parliament 
exempt from under these requirements. The Super- 


a 


Data 
intendency grants permission for the use of data only 








increased protection. This includes information con- Janos Neuman Computer Science Society was the first to 
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deficiencies have been recognized for 
intra~CEMA cooperation in terms of the 
has been criticized strongly from the 


a new system which responds to 
socialist 


[KSH}. 


the Ministry of Justice, the National Technical Develop. _ needs. 
ment Committee, the Ministry of Health, the Hungarian 


The Hungarian information law, or, as it is officially These 
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